
 

 
 

THE POWER OF MULTIMEDIA IN MUSIC INTERPRETATION 
Grade Band: 9-12 

Content Focus: Music & ELA 
​

​
 
LEARNING DESCRIPTION 

LEARNING TARGETS 

 

 

 

In this lesson, students will explore how different multimedia formats contribute to the presentation 
of a song and its message. 

Essential Questions “I Can” Statements 

How do different multimedia formats (print text, 
digital text, film, image, performance) influence 
the way an idea or topic is understood? 
 
What are the advantages and disadvantages 
of using various multimedia formats to present 
information? 
 
How can I use my voice to express emotions 
and communicate a message? 
 

I can analyze how different multimedia formats 
change the way a message is presented and 
understood. 
 
I can compare the strengths and weaknesses of 
print text, digital text, film, image, and 
performance in conveying information. 
 
I can evaluate how audience perception is 
influenced by the choice of multimedia format. 
 
I can use musical vocabulary to explain what I 
hear in a ballad. 
 
I can use good posture, breath support, and 
accurate pitch while singing. 



 
GEORGIA STANDARDS 
Curriculum Standards  Arts Standards  

9th Grade Literature and Composition:  
ELAGSE9-10SL2 Integrate multiple sources of 
information presented in diverse media or 
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) 
evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each 
source. 
 
10th Grade Literature and Composition:  
ELAGSE9-10SL2 Integrate multiple sources of 
information presented in diverse media or 
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) 
evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each 
source. 

HSMA.CR.2 Compose and arrange music within 
specified guidelines. 
 
HSMA.CR.3 Evaluate and refine musical ideas. 
 
HSMA.PR.2 Perform a varied repertoire of music 
on instruments, alone and with others. 
 
HSMA.RE.1 Listen to, analyze, and describe 
music. 
 
HSMA.RE.2 Evaluate music and music 
performances. 
 
HSMA.CN.2 Understand music in relation to 
history and culture. 

​
SOUTH CAROLINA STANDARDS 
Curriculum Standards  Arts Standards  

English I:  
ELA.E1.AOR.10.1 Explain the advantages and 
disadvantages of using different multimedia 
(e.g., print text, digital text, film, image, 
performance) formats for presenting ideas or 
topics. 
 
English II:  
ELA.E2.AOR.10.1 Analyze the advantages 
and disadvantages of using different 
multimedia 
(e.g., print text, digital text, film, image, 
performance) formats for presenting ideas or 
topics. 
 
English III:  
ELA.E3.AOR.10.1 Evaluate the advantages 
and disadvantages of using different 
multimedia (e.g., print text, digital text, film, 
image, performance) formats for presenting 
ideas or topics.  
 
English IV:  
ELA.E4.AOR.10.1 Evaluate and critique the 
advantages and disadvantages of using 
different multimedia (e.g., print text, digital text, 
film, image, performance) formats 
for presenting ideas or topics. 

Anchor Standard 3: I can sing alone and with 
others. 
 
Anchor Standard 6: I can analyze music. 
 
Anchor Standard 7: I can evaluate music. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 
KEY VOCABULARY 
Content Vocabulary Arts Vocabulary 

●​ Analyze - To study something closely 
and carefully 
 

●​ Evaluate - To study carefully and make 
a judgement 
 

●​ Multimedia - Using different types of 
media, like pictures, videos, sounds, 
and words, all together to tell a story or 
share information 
 

●​ Text - Can include, but is not limited to, 
materials such as books, magazines, 
newspapers, movies, paintings, 
television shows, songs, political 
cartoons, online materials, 
advertisements, maps, digital media, 
infographics, podcasts, charts, graphs, 
diagrams, notes, captions, lab reports, 
scenarios, and works of art 

●​ Lyrics - Words to a song 
 

●​ Pitch - The highness or lowness of sound​
 

●​ Rhythm - Long and short sounds and 
silences 
 

●​ Dynamics - Loud and soft sounds; 
volume 
 

●​ Tempo - The speed of the beat 
 

●​ Timbre - The distinctive quality of sounds; 
the tone color or special sound that 
makes one instrument or voice sound 
different from another 
 

●​ Form - The organization of a piece (how 
the music is put together) 
 

●​ Articulation - How a performer moves 
from one note to the next; how notes are 
connected or not 

 
MATERIALS  

●​ Projection board with internet access  
●​ Implements for completing writing assignments 
●​ Graphic organizers (optional) 
●​ Printed song lyrics 
●​ Audio recordings 
●​ Music video (if available) 
●​ Album art 
●​ Harvard Project Zero Thinking Routines 

 
INSTRUCTIONAL DESIGN 
Opening/Activating Strategy  

●​ Think, Pair, Share: Pose the following question–How does the format of a song (text, 
audio, video or performance) influence its impact? 

○​ Allow students a few minutes to think individually and document their thoughts by 
using words or images. 

○​ Tell students to “Turn and Talk” about their response with a neighbor.  
○​ Call on students to share their responses with the class. All responses are 

acceptable. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

https://pz.harvard.edu/thinking-routines


 
Work Session  

●​ Review the five multimedia formats that include print text, digital text (audio), film (music 
video), image (album art), and performance (live or staged). 

○​ Discuss how each format affects perception, engagement, and understanding of 
the medium. 

●​ Choose a song to complete a song analysis. (**Song suggestions are in the Additional 
Resources section of the lesson plan.) 
 

See, Think, Wonder (Harvard Project Zero Thinking Routine) 
●​ Prepare students for a “See, Think, Wonder”  reading activity by telling students they are 

going to read the song lyrics (using an excerpt is acceptable) and answer three prompts.  
Students will need implements for annotating their responses. 

○​ “I see”: What do you see? What words or phrases stand out to you?  
○​ “I think”:  What do you think the lyrics are about? What do you think about while 

reading the lyrics? 
○​ “I wonder”: What do the lyrics make you wonder? What questions do you have? 

●​ Provide students with individual copies of the lyrics to read individually or as a group.  
●​ Have students answer the first prompt (I see) using words or images. 

○​ Tell students to “Turn and Talk” about their response with a neighbor.  
○​ Call on students to share their responses with the class.  

■​ Restate students’ responses. All responses are acceptable. 
●​ Students will read the lyrics a second time and answer the second prompt (I think) using 

words or images.  
○​ Tell students to “Turn and Talk” about their responses with a neighbor.  
○​ Call on students to share their responses with the class.  
○​ Restate students’ responses. All responses are acceptable. Ask students, “What 

did you read in the ballad poem to make you think about …?” to encourage deeper 
connections to the written text. 

●​ Students will read the lyrics a third time and answer the third prompt (I wonder) using 
words or images. **The “I think” and “I wonder” can be combined.  

○​ Tell students to “Turn and Talk” about their responses with a neighbor.  
○​ Call on students to share their responses with the class.  

■​ Restate students’ responses. All responses are acceptable.  
 
Music Analysis: Hear, Think, Wonder 

●​ Prepare students for a “Hear, Think, Wonder” listening activity. This is a modification of the 
Project Zero “See, Think, Wonder” Thinking Routine activating strategy. **Make sure only 
the music is played without showing the accompanying video! This practice allows 
deeper analysis of the musical sounds! 

●​ Tell students they are going to listen to the song (or an excerpt) and answer three 
prompts:  

○​ “I hear”: What sounds are heard. Musical sounds can include pitch (high/low 
sounds), rhythm (long/short), dynamics (loud/soft), tempo (fast/slow), timbre 
(instruments), form (same [repetition], different [contrasting]), articulation 
(smooth/detached). 

○​ “I think”: What does the music make you think about? 
○​ “I wonder”: What “wonderings” do you have? Wonderings are generally questions.  

●​ Students listen without talking the first time and answer the first prompt (I hear) using 
words or images. 

○​ Tell students to “Turn and Talk” about their response with a neighbor.  
○​ Call on students to share their responses with the class.  

■​ Restate students’ responses. All responses are acceptable. 

 

 

http://pzartfulthinking.org/?page_id=2


 
●​ Students will listen without talking a second time and answer the second prompt (I think) 

using words or images. 
○​ Tell students to “Turn and Talk” about their responses with a neighbor.  
○​ Call on students to share their responses with the class.  

■​ Restate students’ responses. All responses are acceptable. 
■​ Ask “What did you hear in the music to make you think about …?”  to 

encourage deeper connections to the music. 
●​ Students listen without talking a third time and answer the third prompt (I wonder) using 

words or images. **The “I think” and I wonder” prompts can be combined into one listening 
event instead of two separate events. 

○​ Tell students to “Turn and Talk” about their responses with a neighbor.  
○​ Call on students to share their responses with the class.  

■​ Restate students’ responses. All responses are acceptable.  
●​ Discuss any changes in interpretation with the addition of musical sounds. 

 
Music Analysis: See, Hear, Think, Wonder (combination of two Harvard Project Zero Thinking 
Routines See, Think, Wonder and Hear, Think, Wonder) 

●​ Prepare students for a “See, Hear, Think, Wonder” activity by telling students they are 
going to watch a music video of the song (using an excerpt is acceptable) and answer four 
prompts. Students will need implements for annotating their responses.  

○​ “I see”: What do you see? What images or scenes stand out for you?  
○​ “I hear”: What sounds are heard. Musical sounds can include pitch (high/low 

sounds), rhythm (long/short), dynamics (loud/soft), tempo (fast/slow), timbre 
(instruments), form (same [repetition], different [contrasting]), articulation 
(smooth/detached). 

○​ “I think”:  What do you think is the message of the video? What did you think about 
while watching the video? 

○​ “I wonder”: What does the video make you wonder? What questions do you have? 
●​ Students answer the first prompt (I see) using words or images. 

○​ Tell students to “Turn and Talk” about their response with a neighbor.  
○​ Call on students to share their responses with the class.  

■​ Restate students’ responses. All responses are acceptable. 
●​ Students watch and listen without talking a second time and answer the second prompt (I 

think) using words or images.  
○​ Tell students to “Turn and Talk” about their responses with a neighbor.  
○​ Call on students to share their responses with the class.  

■​ Restate students’ responses. All responses are acceptable.  
■​ Ask students, “What did you hear in the music to make you think about …?”  

to encourage deeper connections to the music. 
●​ Students watch and listen, without talking, a third time and answer the third prompt (I 

wonder) using words or images. **The “I think” and I wonder” prompts can be combined 
into one listening event instead of two separate events. 

○​ Tell students to “Turn and Talk” about their responses with a neighbor.  
○​ Call on students to share their responses with the class.  
○​ Restate students’ responses. All responses are acceptable.  

●​ Discuss how visual storytelling changes or enhances interpretation. 
 
Performance 

●​ Students will use the lyric sheet to sing along with the recording. Singing along with the 
instrumental version adds an additional challenge. 

○​ Teacher will remind students to demonstrate good posture, breath support, and 
accurate pitch while singing. 

 

 

 



 
Group Discussion 

●​ Divide students into small collaborative groups.Using a graphic organizer might help 
students organize their thoughts and discussion. 

○​ Possible questions include: 
■​ Which format was most effective in conveying the song’s message? Why? 
■​ How did each format alter the perception of the song? 
■​ What are the limitations of each medium? 

○​ Conduct a whole-class share out and discussion. 
●​ Finally, students will write a comparative analysis essay evaluating the advantages and 

disadvantages of two multimedia formats in presenting the song’s message. 

Closing/Reflection  

●​ Have students sing the song together. 
●​ Students will complete an exit ticket: Which format of the song do you think was most 

effective and why? 
●​ Students share one takeaway about how multimedia influences meaning in literature and 

music. 
 
ASSESSMENTS 
Formative  

●​ Exit ticket: Which format of the song do you think was most effective and why? 
●​ Responses to thinking routines (See, Think, Wonder; Hear, Think, Wonder; See, Hear, 

Think, Wonder) 
●​ Teacher observations 

Summative  

●​ Students write a comparative analysis essay evaluating the advantages and 
disadvantages of two multimedia formats in presenting the song’s message. 

 
DIFFERENTIATION  
Accelerated: Compare how different multimedia formats are used in other art forms, such as 
poetry or film adaptations of books. 
 
Remedial:  

●​ Use graphic organizers. 
●​ Provide guided notes or sentence starters for discussion.  
●​ Provide discussion questions. 
●​ Use partner reading or small-group support for comprehension. 

 
 ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
Suggested Song Titles: 

●​ “Living on a Prayer” sung by Bon Jovi 
●​ “Julie” sung by Rhiannon Giddens 
●​ “Man of Constant Sorrow” sung by The Soggy Bottom Boys 

 
This integrated lesson provides differentiated ideas and activities for educators that are aligned to a 
sampling of standards. Standards referenced at the time of publishing may differ based on each state’s 
adoption of new standards. 
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