
SNOW AND ONE “COOL” ANIMAL
Grade Band: K-1

Content Focus: Visual Arts, Science & ELA

LEARNING DESCRIPTION

In this lesson, students will use what they learn about polar bears and the Elements of Art, Shape,
Line, and Texture, to create an artistic representation of a polar bear.

LEARNING TARGETS

Essential Questions “I Can” Statements

How can I use what I learned about
polar bears to create an artistic
representation using the Elements of
Art, Line, Shape, and Texture?

I can use what I learned about
polar bears to create an artistic
representation of a polar bear
using the Elements of Art, Line,
Shape, and Texture.

GEORGIA STANDARDS

Curriculum Standards Arts Standards



Kindergarten
ELA
ELAGSEKRL10 Actively engage in group
reading activities with purpose and
understanding.
ELAGSEKRI1 With prompting and support,
ask and answer questions about key details in
a text.
Science
SKL1. Obtain, evaluate, and communicate
information about how organisms (alive and
not alive) and non-living objects are grouped.

Grade 1
ELA
ELAGSE1RI1 Ask and answer questions
about key details in a text.
ELAGSE1RI2 Identify the main topic and retell
key details of a text.
Science
S1L1. Obtain, evaluate, and communicate
information about the basic needs of plants
and animals.

Kindergarten
VAK.CR.1 Engage in the creative process to
generate and visualize ideas by using subject
matter and symbols to communicate meaning.
VAK.CR.2 Create works of art based on
selected themes.
VAK.CR.3 Understand and apply media,
techniques, and processes of two-dimensional
art.
VAK.CN.2 Integrate information from other
disciplines to enhance the understanding and
production of works of art.

Grade 1
VA1.CR.1 Engage in the creative process to
generate and visualize ideas by using subject
matter and symbols to communicate meaning.
VA1.CR.2 Create works of art based on
selected themes.
VA1.CR.3 Understand and apply media,
techniques, and processes of two-dimensional
art.
VA1.CN.2 Integrate information from other
disciplines to enhance the understanding and
production of works of art.

SOUTH CAROLINA STANDARDS

Curriculum Standards Arts Standards

Kindergarten
ELA
INQUIRY-BASED LITERARY STANDARDS
Standard 2: Transact with texts to formulate
questions, propose explanations, and consider
alternative views and multiple perspectives.
2.1 With guidance and support, engage in
daily explorations of texts to make connections
to personal experiences, other texts, or the
environment.

RANGE AND COMPLEXITY
Standard 13: Read independently and
comprehend a variety of texts for the purposes
of reading for enjoyment, acquiring new
learning, and building stamina; reflect and
respond to increasingly complex text over
time.

Artistic Processes: Creating- I can make
artwork using a variety of materials, techniques,
and processes.
Anchor Standard 1: I can use the elements and
principles of art to create artwork.
Anchor Standard 2: I can use different materials,
techniques, and processes to make art.

Artistic Processes: Responding- I can
evaluate and communicate about the meaning in
my artwork and the artwork of others.
Anchor Standard 5: I can interpret (read) and
evaluate the meaning of an artwork.

Artistic Processes: Connecting- I can relate
artistic ideas and work with personal meaning
and external context.



13.1 Engage in whole and small group reading
with purpose and understanding.

Science
K-ESS2-2. Construct an argument supported
by evidence for how plants and animals
(including humans) can change the
environment to meet their needs.

Grade 1
INQUIRY-BASED LITERARY STANDARDS
Standard 2: Transact with texts to formulate
questions, propose explanations, and consider
alternative views and multiple perspectives.
2.1 Engage in daily explorations of texts to
make connections to personal experiences,
other texts, or the environment.

RANGE AND COMPLEXITY
Standard 13: Read independently and
comprehend a variety of texts for the purposes
of reading for enjoyment, acquiring new
learning, and building stamina; reflect and
respond to increasingly complex text over
time.
13.1 Engage in whole and small group reading
with purpose and understanding.

Science
1-LS1-2. Obtain information from multiple
sources to determine patterns in parent and
offspring behavior that help offspring survive.

Anchor Standard 7: I can relate visual arts ideas
to other arts disciplines, content areas, and
careers.

KEY VOCABULARY

Content Vocabulary Arts Vocabulary

● Arctic – The northernmost region of the
Earth

● Aquatic – Water

● Mammal – Animals that have fur, drink
their mother’s milk, and are
warm-blooded

● Shore – The land by the edge of the

● Line – A short or long narrow mark

● Texture – The way something feels or
looks like it feels (soft, fuzzy, rough, etc.)

● Shape – A two-dimensional or flat
object. In art, it can be organic or
geometric.



water

● Seals – Web-footed aquatic mammals
that live chiefly in cold seas and whose
body shape, round at the middle and
tapered at the ends, is adapted to swift
and graceful swimming

MATERIALS

● Blue paper plates for each student
● Construction cut outs of ears and mouth
● 1 set of googly eyes per student
● Clothespin paintbrush (clothespin with cotton ball on top)
● White paint
● Plastic fork for each student
● Plastic cup for fake snow
● Fake snow:

○ Recipe: Mix 2 ½ cups pure baking soda with ½ cup white colored hair conditioner
until well-mixed.

● Wet wipes to clean hands

INSTRUCTIONAL DESIGN

Opening/Activating Strategy

● Show pictures of snowflakes floating. Ask students what they notice about the
snowflakes. Direct students towards noticing shapes and lines. Ask students how they
imagine they might feel (warm, cold) and what they might smell.

● Tell the students they will be learning about using art materials such as white paint and
fake snow to create their own “cool” animal, the Polar Bear.

Work Session

● Show students where they live on a globe or map for reference. Next, show students
where the Arctic is located. Ask students what they think it would feel like to be in this
place. What colors would they see? What textures would they feel? Would it be warm or
cool?

● Read an informational book such as Polar Bear (Read and Learn: A Day in the Life:
Polar Animals) by Katie Marsico. Ask students to connect the information in the book to
the photos. Ask students to identify how the photos explain the text.

● Show the students an image of a polar bear and define mammals, arctic, aquatic, and
shore. Briefly identify each word so they are familiar with the vocabulary.

● As a whole group, go over what polar bears do, how the different parts of their bodies
help them survive, and where they live. Show students photos and briefly provide
information.

● Ask students to identify characteristics of the polar bear such as color, size in relation to



other animals, and texture.
○ Explain that next, they will use their art materials to create their own polar bear.
○ Tell students that artists use color, size, and texture to express their ideas in their

art.
● Show the exemplar of the polar bear art. Ask students to describe the texture, lines, and

shapes that they see that make the artwork.
● Demonstrate how to make fake snow (see “materials”).

○ Help students notice what happens when baking soda is mixed with conditioner.
○ Put some of the fake snow in their plastic cups for them to touch and feel.
○ Ask them to describe the texture.
○ (Teacher note: Remind them that the snow is not real, and we never put anything

in our mouths.)
● Go over the directions of how to make the polar bear using a fork to create texture.

○ Place about a tablespoon of white acrylic paint on a paper plate.
○ Pass out the following materials to each student: plastic fork, blue paper plate

(navy works best), two pre-cut/pre-glued shapes for ears and nose/mouth, one
set of “googly” eyes. (Give students the choice of what eyes they want to use to
personalize their polar bear.)

○ When they have all their materials, explain to students that they will start creating
the element of art, texture, by dipping the fork in the white paint and pressing
down in the center of the navy-blue plate. When you see their forks in the center,
explain that they have to gently press and pull to create the texture look of a
polar bear’s fur. They can re-dip when necessary.

○ Explain to the students to keep pressing and pulling until their blue plate is filled
up. This will represent the face of the polar bear.

○ When the students have finished the painting, have them take their nose/mouth
and ears and place them where they think a nose/mouth and ears would be on a
polar bear.

○ After the teacher has checked, give students a glue stick to glue the nose/mouth
and ears down.

○ Tell students that next they will “glue” on their googly eyes. Explain that the wet
paint will serve as glue for holding down the eyes, nose/mouth.

Closing/Reflection

● Have each student create and write a name for their polar bear. Remind students that
proper nouns start with a capital letter.

● Allow students to verbally introduce their polar bears to their classmates. Have the
students say, “Hi, my polar bear’s name is….” The other students will say,
“Hi, (name of polar bear)”. This reinforces their speaking/communication skills.



ASSESSMENTS

Formative

Observation of:
● Collaboration
● Communication
● Creativity
● Completion

Summative

CHECKLIST
● Students can explain what polar bears do, how the different parts of their bodies help them

survive in the Arctic, and where they live.
● Students can use texture, line, and shape to create a polar bear.

DIFFERENTIATION

Acceleration:
● Students can use their completed polar bear to write their bear’s name and a complete

sentence about their polar bear.
Remediation:

● The teacher should work with identified children to assist with painting.
● Allow students to work in pairs; pair students who are higher achieving with students who

may struggle.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

● Optional: An informational text such as Polar Bear (Read and Learn: A Day in the Life:
Polar Animals) by Katie Marsico

*This integrated lesson provides differentiated ideas and activities for educators that are aligned to a
sampling of standards. Standards referenced at the time of publishing may differ based on each state’s
adoption of new standards.
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